No._JV ___________

RE:______________________           DATE:______________

EXPLANATION OF RIGHTS
At any detention hearing and/or trial of the case, the Parent/Guardian of the Juvenile Respondent  has three (3) options:

1. You may request to use the “Attorney for the Day” to represent said child;

2. You may request that an attorney be appointed to represent said child IF you are indigent and unable to hire an attorney.

3. You may hire an attorney of your choosing to represent the child.

OPTION #1:  ATTORNEY FOR THE DAY
If you choose to use the “Attorney for the Day” at EITHER the detention hearing and/or trial of the case , you must understand and acknowledge the following: 

1. The “Attorney for the Day” has not had an opportunity to make an “independent” evaluation of the facts and circumstances of this case.  The only evaluation that will/can be done in Court today by that attorney is: (i) review the “Predisposition Report” prepared by the Brazoria County Juvenile Justice Department, (ii) consult with the child and his parent/guardian and (iii) confer with the Assistant District Attorney prosecuting the case.

2. The attorney fee which you will be assessed  for either the  DETENTION HEARING and/or TRIAL and which you will be required to pay is ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) for each detention hearing and/or 
OPTION #2:  REQUEST FOR COURT APPOINTED ATTORNEY
If you want an attorney to represent you and you believe that you are indigent, i.e., lacking any financial resources to retain an attorney, you will need to provide information to the Court so a determination may be made as to whether you qualify for court appointed attorney.  In most cases where the Court appoints an attorney to represent the juvenile, you WILL be ordered to repay Brazoria County for the cost of those attorney’s fees.  The normal hourly rate for a court-appointed attorney is $80-$100 per hour. 
    The information which you will need to provide to the Court is:

1. Completed Financial Information Questionnaire

2. Copies of last three (3) pay stubs of parent and/or guardian of the child;

3. Copy of last Federal Income Tax Return (with accompanying W-2’s).

OPTION #3:  HIRE AN ATTORNEY OF YOUR CHOOSING
If you want to hire your own attorney and you are not indigent, at trial the case will be reset and you will be given a reasonable amount of time to hire an attorney of your choosing.

SELECTION OF OPTIONS:
DETENTION HEARINGS:
Please select from one of the options below:

_________       I have employed ____________________________________ to

                     represent the child at detention hearing.                     
_________       I wish to use the “ATTORNEY FOR THE DAY” and understand

                     that I will be required to pay $100 for said detention hearing.

TRIAL OF THE CASE:

___________    I have employed attorney _______________________________

                      to represent my child at trial
___________    I wish to reset this case to hire my own attorney.

___________    I want to apply for a Court-appointed attorney and understand

                    that I will be required to pay $80-$100 per hour for all legal

                    services performed by said attorney.

___________    I wish to use the “ATTORNEY FOR THE DAY” and understand

                    that I will be required to pay $100.00.                                                                               
Date: _____________________________, 20___
_______________________________            ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature                      Parent/Guardian Signature
